Jane Austen

Sense s

Retold by Blanche Malvern
Activities by Jane Cammack



Editor: Tessa Vaughan
Design and art direction: Nadia Maestri
Computer graphics: Sara Blasigh

lustrations: Giovanni Da Re : J |
Picture research: Laura Lagomarsino Ii b 7 L l/
About the Author 4
© 2006 Black Cat
The Characters 8
Fi iton:
TEtedition: [Efiuaty 2005 CHAPTER ONE The Dashwoods 11
DEALINK, DEAFLIX are trademarks licensed by De Agostini SpA CHAPTER TWO Life at Barton COttage 24
CHAPTER THREE Marianne and Willoughby 38
Picture credits: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, .
Washington: 4; © CORBIS: 6; Victoria Art Gallery, Bath: 48; Mary CHAPTER FOUR Keeping Secrets 49
Evans Picture Library: 86-87; © Copyright — Album Archivo
Fotografico, S.L.: 88. CHAPTER FIVE Life in London 62
_ . CHAPTER SiX Colonel Brandon’s Story 74
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored
ina rehjieval system, or transmitted,. in any forrp or by any means, CHAPTER SEVEN The Secret is Out 90
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the written permission of the publisher. CHAPTER EIGHT € omcerm for Masizmme 103
We would be happy to receive your comments and suggestions, CHAPTER NINE A Brlghter Future uz
and give you any other information concerning our material.
info@blackcat-cideb.com . s
blackeatocideb com Dossier Money and Marriage 86
INTERNET PROJECT 85
CIsQa=xr A Gl | Vel ERS 7,10, 21, 35, 46, 59, 71, 83, 89, 100, 113, 122
C’SQ TEXTBOOKS AND
TEACHING MATERIALS ESXElETSnlER ST 126
The quality of the publisher’s
oo cerinod 1 tha Severd ot o S 128
_ e KEY TO EXIT TEST

% First Certificate in English Examination-style exercises
T:GRADE 8 Trinity-style exercises (Grade 8)

Chapters 1, 2, 3, 6, 8 and 9 are recorded.
Printed in Italy by Litoprint, Genoa ﬁ These symbols indicate the beginning and end of the
m extracts linked to the listening activities.




About
the Author

llane Austen was born in 1775
at Steventon in Hampshire,
‘south-west England, where

 her father was the local vicar.

Tﬁe-‘f'ami!y moved to Bath in
Portrait of Jane Austen. 1801  but returned to
Hampshire after Mr Austen’s
death in 1805. Jane, her mother and her sister lived together in
Hampshire for the rest of Jane’s life.
Her life was exceptionally quiet — very little happened to her — and
yet many now regard her as the greatest British novelist of the
nineteenth century. As a girl, she read the great novelists of the time
and was particularly interested in Romantic poetry. She began
writing at the age of fifteen. Her first work of fiction, Love and

Friendship, was a parody ! of Richardson. 2 Other pieces from the

1. parody: an imitation that ridicules the original in a comical and
exaggerated way.

2. Samuel Richardson : (1689-1761) the author of Pamela (1740) and
Clarissa (1748).

1790s are parodies of the excessive sensibility of much late
eighteenth-century literature. Northanger Abbey, her first full-length
novel, was a parody of Ann Radcliffe and the Gothic novel ! in
general, and was not published until 1818, after her death. Sense and
Sensibility was begun in 1797, when Jane Austen was twenty-two,
but was not published until 1811. Pride and Prejudice was begun in
1796 and published after revision in 1813. Mansfield Park was begun
in 1811 and published in 1814. Emma was begun in 1814 and
published in 1816. Persuasion was begun in 1815 and published in
1818, after her death.

In her early works Austen parodies the work of other writers. Her
later novels, however, develop her own ideas of how novels should
be written and life should be lived. Unlike the Romantic poets and
Gothic novelists, who did everything to excess, Jane Austen believed
that restraint, 2 moderation, and decorum 3 were the highest literary
qualities. She valued the same characteristics in life.

The American poet Ralph Waldo Emerson criticised Jane Austen,
saying that her only interest was in marriage. Similarly, many critics
have commented that she never wrote about the French Revolution
or the Napoleonic wars. However, some more recent critics regard
Jane Austen’s work as part of an attempt to prevent a revolution
happening in England. At the time many English people believed the
French Revolution was a result of the French aristocracy’s cruel and
immoral way of ruling. Jane Austen’s novels can be seen as a

reaction to this; they often emphasise the need for the English

1. Gothic novel: a type of horror/mystery novel, usually set in the past.
Ann Radcliffe (1764-1823) was the best-known writer of this genre.

2. restraint : (here) the control or limitation of feelings.

decorum : polite, controlled behaviour.
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aristocracy to behave with decorum, in a manner appropriate to their
positions in society. Nothing excessive or sensational ever happens
in her novels. On the other hand, they have the same artificial comic
qualities as Shakespeare’s comedies; her novels often end in multiple
marriages, for example.

Austen’s work is often considered modern, since she is more
concerned with changes of opinion than with actual outward events.
On the one hand, Sense and Sensibility is like a morality tale about the
dangers of excessive sensibility (that is how it began in 1797),

although the final novel is much more complex than that. Elinor’s

Jane Austen’s House, Chawton, Hampshire.

self-control is often looked at ironically, such as when she talks about
the weather during Edward’s visit towards the end of the novel.
Marianne’s spontaneity is often absolutely right and seen to be so by
her author, as when she objects to Mrs Ferrars’s horrible treatment of
Elinor. Sense and Sensibility, therefore, is an exploration of the

qualities named it its title, but it gives no easy answers.

o Decide if these sentences are true (T) or false (F), and then correct
the false ones.

1 Jane Austen lived in Bath all her life.
As a girl, she didn’t like reading.

3 Her first full-length novel was a parody of Ann
Radcliffe and the Gothic novel.
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All her novels are parodies of other writers’ work.

5 She was criticised for writing endlessly about the
French Revolution.
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6 Her literary form is based on the values of harmony,
moderation and decorum.

[]

7 Like Shakespeare’s comedies, her novels often
end in multiple marriages.

[]

8 Jane Austen's Sense and Sensibility is no more
than a simple morality tale. E




LETOFe yOou read

A note on the novel's title

In the 18th and early 19th century, 'sense’ mostly referred to reason
and restraint, while ‘sensibility” mostly referred to emotion. A ‘sensible’
person reacted with a spontaneous show of emotions; it was easy to
see his/her feelings. In modemn-day English, and in this version of Jane
Austen’s novel, we use the noun ‘sensitivity” instead of 'sensibility” and
the adjective ‘sensitive’ instead of 'sensible’. The modern adjective
‘sensible’, on the other hand, is used to describe a person with good
common sense. Through the characters in Sense and Sensfbiiity, in
particular Elinor and Marianne, Jane Austen explores the merits and
limitations of these qualities.

o Work on your own. Make a brief list of examples of:

1 behaviour which you consider emotional, sensitive and perfectly
acceptable

2 behaviour which you consider exaggerated and excessive

Then compare your lists in small groups and with the whole class.

e Match the words in the box below with the correct definition (1-7).

will property income interest penniless
fortune owner rent

1 alegal document naming the people you want to give money or
property to when you die

a very large amount of money

poor, without any money

money received from work or investments
money paid for the use of a house

someone in possession of something

N o b WN

the profit made on money that you have invested
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CHAPTER O &

The Dashwoods

or many generations, the Dashwood family had
lived in Norland, a fine English country house in
Sussex. The owner had no children of his own,
so he made a will leaving all his property to his
nephew Mr Henry Dashwood and invited Henry
and his family, a wife and three daughters, to live at Norland. Ten
years later, old Mr Dashwood died. This was no surprise, since he
was very old and had been in bad health for some time. The
following year, Henry Dashwood died too, which was a great shock
to his family, as he was only forty-five and had always seemed in
good health. 9

The day after her husband’s funeral, Mrs Dashwood asked her
daughters to come to the drawing-room. ! ‘I've something
important to tell you,” she said.

Elinor, at nineteen, was intelligent and thoughtful. Marianne,

who was three years younger, was generous and lively, but she was

1. drawing room : the room in a large house, often used for relaxation
and entertaining guests.
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